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Dear AES Family, 

My husband and I have a camper on the beautiful Kentucky Lake.  We enjoy 

spending weekends, holidays, and summers there with our ñlake dwellersò 

friends. We also have had the pleasure of living most of our married life right 

next door to my in-laws for the past twenty years in Bartlett.   This December, 

one of our dearest friends, a fellow lake dweller, and my father-in-law passed 

away. One important fact that I have learned from both of these losses is that life 

is made of different kinds of relationships.  No matter what your profession,  

religious background or leisure activities, the most effective way to accomplish 

your goals in life is through relationships with others.  Although we did not have 

the precious gift of time to accomplish all of the goals we set with this dear friend 

and my father-in-law, their passing sure has made me reflect on all of the  

relationships in my life.   As we begin a new year in our lives, lets all look at 

ways we can improve our relationships with others.  The following words from 

Joel Osteen sum up relationships and how we can reflect on our past to set goals 

for the future. 

 
Did you know that the quality of your relationships directly 
effect your happiness? You can have all the money in the 

world, you can have your health, you can have great  

opportunities in front of you, but if you donõt have good  

relationships youõre not going to enjoy your life very much. 

Most of the time, itõs not the big things that hold people 

back in relationships, itõs the small things. If you will be  
willing to make minor adjustments, very often, youõll see 

major improvements. Study those around you and learn what 

they like and donõt like. Look for ways that you can improve 

your relationships. Maybe you can change your voice tones 

so people can receive from you more easily. Maybe you can 

become a better listener. Do your part to come up higher in 
this area. Take time to sow into the people that you really 

love. I believe if youõll make some of these simple changes 

youõll see major improvements. Your relationships will get 

better and better. Youõll have more peace, more joy, more 

harmony in your homes.                                ---Joel Osteen  

 

 

Wishing each of you a very Happy New Year, 

Gina Gore 

Dear Parents, 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope that 2012 is our best year yet.  Hopefully 
everyone will return from the holiday break rested and motivated.   
 
We will not have a January PTA general meeting this month.  The 
next meeting is scheduled for February 23rd.  We will be having our 
Founderõs Day Program that night as well as the 4th Grade Musical.  
Please be sure to join us for those events. 
 
The Arlington Elementary PTA Nominating  
Committee for the 2011-2012 school year is already looking for vol-
unteers to serve on the PTA Board.  There are many Board and Com-
mittee positions available.  Please consider donating some of your 
time to help your childõs school. It does make a  
difference!  Feel free to contact me if you are  
interested or would like more information. 
 
Hollie West 
PTA President 2011-2012 
 

AES PTA FLOAT Won 1st Place at the Arlington 

Christmas Parade 2011 

 
We are so proud to announce that the Arlington  
Elementary School PTA Christmas float won 1st place 
this year.  This was our first time to win and what a 
great honor.  We had a blast creating the float as well 
as riding in the parade!   Thank you so much to all the 
volunteers that put in a lot of hard work on the float.  
All of their hard work paid off!  Canõt wait to see what 
we come up with next year.   
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Dates to Remember  

 

January  

5  Spirit Night  Dominoôs 

10    Geography Bee 4 th  & 5 th  8:30  

16   No School  

21   Spirit Day ðTast -T-O 

24   Movie Night  

 

February  

2  Worldôs Finest Chocolate Kick-off   

  (School Fundraiser)  

   Spirit Night  Dominoôs Dough Night 

8  Class Pictures  

9   Parent/Teacher conferences 4:00 to 7:00  

13 -17   Kids Kan  

16    Kids Art Fair 6:00 -8:00 pm  

14    Valentineôs Day Party (K), Treats (1st-5th 

  grades)  

18    Spirit Day, Tas -T-O Donuts   

20   NO SCHOOL 

AES PTA Family Movie Night  

January 24th at 6pm  

 

Donõt be blue, the Smurfs are coming to AES too!  Smurf on over to AES PTA Family Movie Night, Tuesday, January 24th 

at 6 pm in the cafeteria for a smurfy time.   This will be the AES premier of The Smurfs!   Kids dress in blue and bring your 

blanket and pillow to smurf your spot.   Admission is free for kids and $1 per adult AES PTA member or pay $6 at the door 

to join PTA and enjoy the movie.   Movie Night snack packs will be available (popcorn, drink, and fruit snack) for $2.    

Remember Brainy Smurfs will RSVP the number of snack packs your family would like to purchase to twalker@aespta.com  

by January 18th.  

*All children must be accompanied by an adult smurf.  
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3rd Grade: 

 

We hope everyone had a wonderful Winter Break. We are back and 

gearing up for TC AP already! We finished our unit on solar energy 

and many classes had the opportunity to make solar ovens! We are 

excited about our upcoming projects in the Science Fair. Be sure to 

ask you child what project they are doing in class. We had a fantastic 

field trip to the Orpheum where we listened to music from the Japa-

nese culture. Thank you to all of our parents who chaperoned. We are 

looking forward to a great second semester in the third grade! 

2nd Grade: 

Look out 2012 here we come!  2nd grade is ready to skip into the 

new year.  We are going to start the new year with skip count-

ing!  Instead of our usual addition and subtraction facts, we thought 

we'd try counting by 2's, 3's, 4's,é.  All the way to 10's!  We hope 

this will build a foundation for memorizing our multiplication facts 

in 3rd grade.  We will be describing the wintery world around us as 

we learn about adjectives.  We are also working hard at reading and 

interpreting maps.  In math we will begin geometry and frac-

tions!  What an exciting month January promises to be. 

Kindergarten:  

December was full of exciting learning and celebrating. We spent 

time learning about all the wonderful celebrations in many different 
cultures, including our own. We are so excited that we have reached 

the half point in our first year at AES and know that the second half 
will be as amazing. Thank you to all the parents for your support of 

our many activities. Without your help, it would be impossible for us 

to experience the wonderful learning opportunities that we have had 
and will have as the year continues.  

5th Grade News! 

 

Are you smarter than a 5th grader?  Check out your childôs teacherôs webpage to find out what your child is doing in class and around the school.  Most recently, all 

students are experiencing reinforcement in skills related to writing, graphs & charts, hands-on math, critical thinking, and through the use of computerized reading and math 

tutorials.  We also looked forward to enrichment of social studies during the Elmwood Cemetery field trip! 

In the arts, our 5th graders showcased their musical talents during the December Music program.  Thank you to Ms. Fry and Mr. Amagliani for their hard work 

planning and preparing the students.  In addition to the program, fifth grade students showed their generosity donating items for the PTA Angel Corps project! Our winter 

spirits were enhanced with the ñFlash Mobò for 70ôs day and the 70ôs dress-up contest. ñOh what fun it waséò  Coach Halford deserves kudos for working with the Huggins/ 

Bazar kids to participate in a national day of physical activity.  All citizens were encouraged by Michelle Obama to just get up and move through ñflash mobs.ò 

As we count down the days to TCAP writing assessment on February 1st, remember that itôs never too early to work with your child in preparation at home.  This 

could be as simple as tell me a story about how your day went or asking your child ñWhat ifé?ò  (Like what if you werenôt on holiday break in December?)  All joking aside, 

we wish all of our students and their families a wonderful and safe winter break!   

First Grade 

 

 In January, we will get off to a great start with beginning a second semester 

and third nine weeks.  First grade will be diving into many new skills in math, 

reading, science, and social studies.  In reading, our students will be learning 

more difficult sounds and vocabulary with more text in stories.  Students will 

be spending two weeks learning about money so that they can manipulate 
different amounts, exchange coins for other coins, and identification review.  

In Science or social studies, students will be learning about the five senses, 

plants, dental health, and Martin Luther King, Jr.   First grade will also be 

excited to participate in the Science Fair this year.  Each first grade class will 
have a science project entered in the fair and will be able to work on it as a 

class.  It will give our first graders the opportunity to see how to put a project 

together and to help gather all the data used for the project.  First grade has a 

very busy semester ahead and we look forward to all the growth our students 
will make in the second half of the year.   

4th Grade: 

Wow!  Where did the time go? We definitely went out with a 

bang.  70's day was totally groovy!  It was great seeing you having 

fun by going back in time.  Now we are looking forward to our holi-

day parties to complete the semester.  We will be working hard to get 

in all the required skills (fractions, 13 colonies, and moon phases) 

and last minute grades.  There is so much more to come next semes-

ter and we have already started prepping for the upcoming T-Cap 

test.  But we won't you to focus on having a restful, fun, and safe 

holiday.   

Grade Level News... 
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Library Info... 
 

Our students are doing an amazing job reading and taking Accelerated Reader tests this semester! 
L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άǊŜŎƻǊŘ ȅŜŀǊέ ǿƛǘƘ !w ǇƻƛƴǘǎΗΗ 
We have earned over 21, 000 points as of December 12, 2011!! 
We also have many classes that are now part of our 1000pt Club!! 
Congratulations to .... 
    4th grade - Craft, Ogle 
    5th grade ς Smith, Stanko 
 
Remember, Dr. Suess always said,  
ά¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ȅƻǳϥƭƭ ƎƻΦέ 
 
*******Be watching next month in the February Newsletter, I will announce our Author Visit for Spring 2012!!******* 
Thanks for your tremendous support of the AES Tiger Library! 
Mrs. Inman 

Parents, Students and Teachers, 

We are so excited for a wonderful 2012! We will be starting our Kids Art 

Fairs projects upon returning to school and are looking forward to another 

successful Kids Art Fair scheduled for February 16th from 6:00-8:00 pm. We 

hope to see you all out there supporting our art program. The kids are 

always so proud to display their artwork in your home, one of the many 

reasons we have been doing this fundraiser for so many years. Be looking for 

volunteer opportunities regarding this event. 

 

Your Art Teachers, 

Meredith Bertling, Courtney Juneau & Lynsi Hartman 

TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WE HAD TO HELP WITH THE THANKSGIVING LUNCH, WE WANT TO SAY THANK YOU 

SOOO MUCH FOR THE TIME YOU TOOK OUT OF YOUR DAY TO HELP. IT MADE OUR DAY SO MUCH EASIER AND 

IT WAS A DELIGHT TO HAVE EACH ONE OF YOU HERE TO HELP. THANK YOU AGAIN AND MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM YOUR CAFTERIA STAFF.    

ROBBIE (GRANNIE) HOLLINGSWORTH, CAFTERIA MANAGER. 
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Your PTA Board 2011 -2012  

  
President Hollie West hwest@aespta.com  

1st VP ï Programs Tracy Walker twalker@aespta.com  

2nd VP - Ways & Means Ashley Onsby aonsby@aespta.com  

3rd VP ï Membership Becky Morrison bmorrison@aespta.com  

4th VP - Family Life Parental Involvement Kalee McBride kmcbride@aespta.com  

5th VP - Health and Safety Shannon Peterson speterson@aespta.com  

6th VP ï Publications Stephanie Soto ssoto@aespta.com  

7th VP ï Hospitality Alli Clark aclark@aespta.com  

8th VP ï Legislation Ryan Tucker rtucker@aespta.com  

Secretary Michelle Palmer mpalmer@aespta.com  

Treasurer   Stephanie Kerlin skerlin@aespta.com  

Treasurer Co-Chair   Suzanne Smith ssmith@aespta.com  

Parlimentarian Kelli Hays khays@aespta.com 

Out of all the students from Shelby County that submitted entries for the Health 

and Safety Poster Contest we had two winners from Arlington Elementary!  We are 

so proud of their efforts and of the efforts of all students who took the time to 

participate.  

 

Winners of the Health and Safety Poster Contest at the county levelé 

 

2nd Place ñ Adam Albritton  

Honorable Mention ñ Channing Gail Peterson 

KIDSKAN is coming soon!!!!  

February 13-17th 

Start saving your canned goods now.  This is just around the corner.  Prizes will be rewarded to the classes 

with the most participation.  More information to come soon! 

 

Phillip Fung  

pfung@aespta.com 

Community Outreach Chair 
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On Wednesday, November 16th, AES had their Thanksgiving lunch for all to 

enjoy.  This day would of never of taken place without Granny and her staff, 

Ms. Wanda, Mr. Mario, and Mr. Dennis.  We are so thankful to them and their 
service to our children.  Also for all the volunteers that made this day a 

success, we could not have done it without them.  Thank-you for your time 

Laura Duhan, Angela Ruetten, Anna Luckett, Donald Hinkle, Kristina Gavigan, 

Julie Reed, Melinda Kreis, Christina Pfeifer, Stephanie Strelka, Rhonda 
Lockard, Natasha Bush, Yani Parent, Lisa Selby, Rachel Willie, Courtney 

Drissel, Christy Dupre, Amy Ricciardella, Kimberly Bull, Elizabeth Littleton,  Mi-

chelle Palmer, Grace Jerden, Jodie Schersand, Nancy Huddleston, 

Jennifer Hollingsworth, Julia Saunders, Angela Spessert, Terry Louderback, 
Hollie West, Laney Borwick, Courtney Noffsinger, Jennifer Zachry, Joe 

Montgomery, Wendy Kerley, Robin Renfrow, Keith Richardson, Brandy Benard, 

Amber Barham, Elizabeth Stafford, Lashay Sharp, Jodie Miller, Amelia Timms, 

Debra Messler, Staci Johnson, Kim Boatright, Jen Yonak, and Amber Barham 
I am sure I left some people out and I am truly sorry!  Please know we are thankful 

that you helped. 

 

Once again thank-you for all your hard work! 
 

Kalee McBride 

Room Parent coordinator 

AES Angel Corps:   

I am happy to report that the 2011 AES Angel Corps project was a BIG success!   Together we collected 16 bicycles, hundreds of to ys, electronics, 

clothes, and over $450.00 in gift cards and cash donations!  

  

The gifts were bundled into large care -packages topped with bows and Christmas tags, and everything was delivered on December 7 th to the 

waiting families and children at Lester Elementary.   The moving and delivery services were graciously donated by Two Men and a T ruck moving 

company.  

  

The families and children at Lester Elementary were so excited and thankful for all of the gifts!   There were many tears of joy and hugs of  

gratitude.   And, after the gifts had been distributed, I was serenaded by shouts of thanks from the children and their families as I drove away from 

the school.  

  

I would like to thank all of the AES families, teachers and staff that donated to and supported the project.   The project could not have been done 

without you!   Together we truly helped spread cheer and the spirit of Christmas!  

 

 ðJulie Randolph ,Angel Corps Chair 

VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH  

 
I would like to thank the following for volunteering to help out the PTA and the school this past month!  

 

Jerry West, Jaime Newsom, George Onsby, Ashley Onsby, Jerry West, Sr., Linda West, Cheryl Beaman, 

Heather Vining, Shannon Peterson, Julie Randolph, Suzanne Smith, Ryan Tucker, Michelle Palmer, Allen 
Palmer, Buffy Morris, Brian Morris, Jodi Schersand, Rachel Norman, Angela Ruetten, Amy Ricciardella, 

Julie Moultrie, Kelli Hays, Kalee McBride, Meredith Bertling, Kristi Gipson, Stephanie Kerlin, Brandy 

Robertson, Jamie Stone, Lori Brewster, Dianne Briggs, Robbie Hollingsworth, Amice Bridgers, Katie 
Tawater, Dennis Williams, Asst. Principal Anna Jones,  Asst. Principal Carl Booker, Principal Gina Gore and 

so many more ! If your name isnõt listed here, please know that the PTA and the school thank you for your time 

and effort!  
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